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TALES

“The Thanksgzvmg Vts:tor” & “A Chrtstmas Memory

3 Both “The Thanksgwmg VlSltOf and
,Chrlstmas Memory, the_two, short stories by Truman

Capote which are the basis for Holiday Memories,

focus.on the adventures of a young boy named Buddy
and his beloved ‘best friend, a childlike’ _elderly cousin:
"named Sook. Sét:in the tmy town of Monroeville,
Alabama, durmg the. Depressnon the" -action of the’play

recreates Thanksgwmg and, Chnstmas as, ce]ebrated by .

Buddy and Sook in-the large ramblmg house “where
they live' with several other d:stant cousins. Five actors -

create. the whole world of the storiés’ fwo male actors -

‘play the young Buddy and hlS crrown—up counterpart
Truman; An _actress _portrays™ -
, Sook and one male and one
'_female actor portray the other .
mefibers of Buddy. and.
Sook’ s world, including rela-
tives, schoolchlldrcn a
; teacher ‘a mysterious Indian,
- and various neighbors.
~ The storiés are. autobio-
graphical" writer Truman
Capote is wrltmg -about his
“OWD ch1ldhood he is, Buddy,
and Sook is his" cousin.
Young Trumian' (called
. Buddy) was left by his moth-_
er-with this extended family
after she divorced® his father,
and he was raised’ by these: [
" cousins from age 4 until age
lQ The stor:cs chromclc .
with touchmg clarity, the joys-
and “frustrations_of bcmg the.
only ‘child living 'in this
household of elder]y cousing,,
- ' In*The Thanksgiving
~ Visitor” Capote recounts’a
particular Thanksgiving when .

-
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- 'Young_Trmm‘tln,C'apo.f(’ fBuddy) dnd his.cousin Sook .-~

1o

Sook forces Buddy to invite his. archcncmy, Odd
Henderson to Thanksgw:ng dinner. Odd is the sschool-
yard bully and reﬂulaﬂy harasses; Buddy;, but Sook
-thiriks that ,one must “come to"terms-with- pcoplc like
Odd-Henderson and_turn them. into friends.” thn
Buddy refuses to'invite Odd, Sook. extends the invita-
tion herself; much to Buddy s surprise and dismay, Odd
accepts What happens‘on the tatcrul day teachc‘;
Buddy a valuable l¢sson about compassion and forgive--
ness. *The Thanksgiving Vrs?tOr" celebrates, thc va!uc
of friendship and thc lmportance of géncrosity.-.
The second act mtroduccs‘ A Christmas Mcmory

'~ and recalls the holiday rituals .
' that Buddy and,Sook pcrtorm

Flrst they. makc trumakcy—
31 of them=which they.send .

_for. friends ot pcoplc who Ve,
struc}\ our,-fancy”

sionaries in Borneo. Next
they .are off’ to. cut a
;.&ﬂa * Christmias tree, an’ all- -day
QL25 'cvent that takes them through -
_ the woods of Alibama in_the
winter, As the ‘mxmuxly
- deIICd Christmas morning

" Spok are.copsumed with-
- Excitement as they 'labor
rsecrétly over presenty tor onc'
wnother. -"A' Christmas.

ol 1Wwo puoplc from differcen
getierations: the importance:

of rncnd\hlp and of munon
10 kccp it alk allvc ‘
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N Truman Capote was born Truman
Streckfus Persons on September 30,

¢, 1924, in New Orleans. When he was four

,years old ‘his parents d1vorced and hrs
- mother- sent him " to live with her elderly

S cousins in Monroeville, Alabama. Sook, i

.- the e]dest of the ‘three femalé cousins,”

she became Truman’s conf1dante and
* closgst friend. Thought‘to be retarded,

Sook rarely left the, house -and khew the =~
. outsrde world~ only through the eyes of

her young “Buddy.”
- Truman. could read before he staﬂed

school ‘among his favorlte books were _ ’

o ‘the “Hardy Boys” and “Rover Boys

’ where he was class:fled as a’ gemus _

_series. He-also loved the tales of Edgar, =
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" Despite. the. fact that he dldn t llke
school and did poorly in English; “he was

always wrmng down descnpttons of
~ things,”

“the encouragement ‘of an Enghsh teacher

i named Catherine Wood, he began to subs
mit"stories ‘o magazines' for publication! -
(Many years later he would dedrcate SA

' Christmas Memory” to her.) Inone day,

"three of his short stories were, acceptéd by
_various magazines, and his llterary career»

was launched at thé. tender age of 17.°
. That same year Truman went to

Alan Poe He began wrlnng at'thé age of i work at'the New Yorker. magaz:ne first as

nine or 'ten, a]though there were no“writ-
-ers in his famlly, nor even any readers to.
- speak-of,” he once’ said. When he .
" took up- writing "he seemed to: know-
atonce that he had found his- Yoca-
" tion: “Th a. way, I used up some, of

my lonieliness by wntlng :
. ‘But.Troman- was not entlrely

w1thout~chrldhood friends: he-met

nelghbors Nelle Harper Lee arid- her '
~brother. Edwin durmg these years:
Nel]e went on to wrife To. Killa-
Mackmgbzrd under-the pen name

Harper Lee the character of Dill in
-the book is none. other than“the

youthful Truman Capote AREEI
.. When” Truman ; was ten hlS
mother remamed and sent for him to
Scome Ilve with: her in New-York
Clty Many of his teachers consid-
“ered him subnormal ‘he. played
hooky twice a. week and often ran
away from 'home His parents, ﬁnally
_vsent him.to a-psychiatric ehmc

W

of permanent seats are bemg used

you enter the. au torium, you erl notiée
. riser$ and rows of chalrs arranged on the.
" - stage ﬂoor Only a few of the front rows

an accountant—-unnl -it was discovered’
that he couldn’t ‘ad‘d]—then as ‘a_mail

ThlS
ence

-"tured seating in_this style. Shakespcare §
-theatre miEhzabethan Enoland seated the

. andienc¢e-on three srdes of the actors—
;! lrvely and enthusrasnc ‘

whrch made for

EaN
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a cousin later wrote “He trained
i with a pencﬂ ‘and” paper in the same way

that a musician works with .notes or an".
* was the youngest in-mind, and ‘spirit; and < . artist with, colors' * In.high school thh""

Many hrstorlcal perrods have fea-
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The Rememberer and HlS Memorles
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- Rooms—m 1948 at the age of 24,
Capote s writing: contains great vari-
ety, moving back and: forth from southem
tales such as “A Christmas, Memory” and

~“The Thanksgiving Visitor” to New York . '

comedles like Breakfasr at. Tzﬁ'any 55

:.which won ‘many. awards and was made

-~ into-a movie starring. Audrey Hepburn in -

l961w Through his ‘many_ articles for the -
7 New Yorker, Capote: redefmed Journahsm .
by combining his gemus for-prose with fi

the desenpnon of factual 1nforrnatlon Jn

__Blood; 4 “non-fictional noyel” about the

! niurder of a respeetable Kansas fan'mng

’famlly, he' was halled as therary Man of -

theYear oo

oL Capote llved an elegant and
fast paced life and knew many

- seventies:
Montgomery Clift,
. ‘Monrog, and’Andy Warhol to

fnends Later in hrs life he began to *
write searmg exposés about these
"famous people which earned him

nch and famous )

: Truman Capote died. 1nlh1s
‘sleep in-1984 at age 60, havmg
achleved recogmtlon in 1nternanon-
4l llterary ‘circles ,as ‘one of -
- Ameri¢a’ 8 ‘most versatrle and talent-
\‘edwnters * L S
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ohé year before
“A Chrtsrmas Memory™

w audrenc.ec '

another fashron'? Take ¢areful noté of

* how the actors move fo accommodate the

N s, T

/name only ‘a few, weré among his

¥ cons1derable dlsCred1t among the

(leﬂ) Truman Capate in 1955 _

room clerk,. and eventually as-a feature‘ B

writer” He published his first novel:~the
hlghly acclaimed Other Varces Other~ s

1966, when-Capote published In Cold., |

famous people of the srxtles and".“t? '
‘Elizabeth Taylor;,
Marilyn,

ot
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L 'I'he t1me in whrch oar play is setis . by 3 rmlhon & people moved to. c1t1es to. - That year Frankhn Delano Roosevelt was
" 1932 inrural ‘Alabama’ Life 62 years ago -~ work for- factorles and businesses. Ther . elected to his first term-as.President:
was very different from what it is today. - .town thaf' Buddy and Sook 11ve near in. People really- belreved that. Rooseve]t

", ‘Many things we take for granted. were | the play 18- gquite-small-and- poor - o could make a difference in their® lives and "

« luxunes for most fanitilies or had not ever, " "In'the cities money was plentlfu] or -~ saw him as a friend of the' common mar..

",_ been 1nvented Most houses inrural 7 soit seemed :Orie of the favorite schemes o That is why Sook and Buddy serid htm
Alabama did- not. have electrncrty for- maklng easy money was bor- ¢ h ..~ - one of their fruitcakes. N

When the Depress:on K
' began, some of ‘the first’.
LT “victims were the Lo
banks themselves Many banks T
had been lendtncr money 10, peo—
‘. ple. “to; ‘invest in. ,stock.
. “When' those; peop]e were'
. unable. to pay thelr
loans the banks found-
themselvcs short on .
cash; somc banks lost
nnl]tons ot dol!drs
' When dcposrtors”r o
heard: that. banks- .
were‘low -on -funds,
- they rushed to; wnh-- :
draw their, dcposrts -
puttlnc an additional 1,'5
~drain on bank funds.
R Many banks c.loscd tak=
i ing with thcm the life

(although Buddy s fam11y in-the- play, a. - rowing money to mvest in the
little, more well ,off, does). Many. people . sfock’ market. As more- p
kept gardens and grew their own. food for . people bought stock, the o
. canning, or had" smokehousés where they prlces went higher. The per— SR
would smoke meat from animals they had - son “playing” the market would then iy
“raised and butchered- themselves Not - sell at-a profit, pay back ‘the 16an,
many of us do those’thmgs today, " - . " and have ‘made. money wtthout
Two events make this,time’ even . any mvestment :
‘more remote to our understandrng K Tl’]]S type of gambltng
Prohlbmon and the Great Depression... -, went oni until‘October 39,
"', Both® events help mold: the world ing" - 1929, now called “Black * {*
*.“which Buddy and'Sook livé and are a part Tuesday, when the stock
of the story we w1ll hear.- - R market* rashed i wtth
Prohlbltlon was ithe law, prohlbltmg stock pr1ces fallmg
the brewing, distilling, or importing of . .; 40%—that i is, the valie of -
beer,,wrne .01 ‘Tiquor in the United States . stock (which is 4 share.in’
“The 18th- Amendment to the U. S. “a company) was 40% less -
Constltutlon the law was passed in " ‘than it had been the day
October’ 1919 It was difficult to enforce, " . before. People who had bor-
“however, and ‘many boorleggers made; rowed money t0 buy stock -
. transported or:sold unlawful quuor (the found that jt' was now .worth :
_namé was taken from ‘the-old practice of . ."less than they had paid for it, - savings-of dep(mtors v
h1d1ng a liquor bottle in the top of a- = and they lost everythmo IR S B RN P ,J After_the crash, many .
--boot). When Buddy ahd ‘Sook.need - Many. panicked and started @yﬂm 3y LU.('I‘ H people stopped saving at ¥
- whiskey for their fruitcakes, they 2o to sellmg their stock for any S “the, bank prctcrrmcr to.
. - Haha, a locdl bootlegger who distills hrs-, © iprice they could get makmg : - hide - their money arotind o
.7 own whlskey AP -  the, prices fall even further LR ~ the house or Bury itin® o -
Thé Great. Depressnon is the namé Compantes lost their mvest--'- the "yard: Sook- and
“iwe have grven to the years from 1930 to- -ument capital and Jaid; off. " ; Buddy,h:de their sav-", T
1938 when busmess employment, and workers ,Laid- off workers; Ao R !-:S ings-under a ]ﬂoorboard
stock values were at their, lowest- levels -~ had no- money and could nét” ! “Underthe bed, 'under the .
-ever. The: Depressron had 1ts roots 'in the - buy products, 5o compames cou]d chamber, _pot=-all plaecs thal .
- 1920s, when many urban Amencans " not sell;.and laid off more workers, séem safer to them than HE bank o~
o were 11v1ng the high- life, whlle m rural’: o By 1932 the-country: was "at the " Alabaina tarnn.rs in the’ early g
" - areas farmers were faced w1th increased . lowest pomt of the, time .now called 1930 were }tll] caught in the olid
- expenses -and Tower Crop prlces Rural . .thé Great Depressron Almosb 12 tcnant farmer \ystcmﬂlhttl had-,
population, between 1921 and 1928 fcll ml”lO]’l people were unemployed i developcd aftér the Civil' War . .
. S - L Landless ]aborcrs entered=into.
R shareeroppmo agreements with lindown:
(above-rrghr\) oy Yers. The ]aborcrs would raisc a Lash Lrop
- Sook goes oiit; - i
.-Cosinmerendé.ﬁing- Coen (usuully cotton, tobaced, sugdr,-or mc)
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" fby C}m‘s Kedrny. . and, as- paymt_nt for-the use-of the Tand, - .
! S  share the. income from the. sale ot thc T
N ([gf] ) L 7 '_crop with-the lundowncrhethe \h m.crop-
,Scemcdesrgn s T per setting' thet, mcaﬂc =t portion,
“model by B Unh)rtunately Lt th:\. (ln]C“Ld\]l crops.
KarenTenByck™> - "' " were not bringing in muéh mongy: in-
Notcthe; . Joo. 1932 cotton was worth- 6.5 cents pr,r vl
audience figures' "5 . “pound, certainly. notTenoudhw feed: a
Onf:{hser side , Y 'hum!y M.my ldrmcrx did. not understand
' of_\tl e‘(srage_.)_.: Y. theidea ()L\llb'ﬁl\ll)lll.k. l.illllll]“ﬁlrll\.ll]!l»,\ KR
. o L L . food for oneself nnd Ill(l)IC for barter-—but-
: - o eontinued to’grow the same old uops lor -
Study cru]dc prmted by salé. Thuy ttumhcs like Odd Henderson's ;
. ’ *Mcrldlan Insuranee e i the play cou Id IIV(, on’ lhe l.md nnd \[1I[
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~ Sharing"our stories is one of the-

' --greatest pleasures of human intéraction.

The storyteller entertalns by weaving .

1magery and experience ino'a captivating
".adventure. Both 'storyteller and listener

 profit from the experience of storytelling:

.as.the storyteller ynfolds: the tale, he

relives: the excitement of, hlS own'‘experi- - A
-ence whilé the audience receives his -
~transinission of wrsdom through time and

- reflectton - '

o Holtday Meniories is-a dramatrzanon
of two short stories by. famed American
writer Truman ‘Capote. The first act of the
play is- c0mposed of a story called “The

Thanksgtvmg Vtsttor which was:origi--

- nally published in "McCall’s in 1967. The

;. second act dramatizes Capote’s story “A

<

<= saction and dialogue from Capote’s narra-

~Christmas Memory which first appéared
in Mademoiselle in 1956 This 'story has

recetved -numerous stage ; and film adapta=, ’

tions, and- frequently appears on telev1—

sion, around Christmastime: . -~

' 1991 playwright' Russell

Vandenbroucke took these two’ stories

and adapted them for the- stage, using
‘ Capote s own language but creating

:

 tive passages. Vandenbroucke chose to
create two. narrator characters-as vehicles

. to transmit the plot and ]anguage of the .

"o stories: Buddy, age seven, is the rnam

-7

T s What is your. favortte hohday memory‘? Think about it as if you were gomg to.
| o writea story about it. Who are the characters‘? Where does it take place‘? What
happens in the story? How did you feel when it was happemng'? Do you ‘feel dlf-

. ~character of the two short storfes and'an '
active parttcrpant in the. actton while his -
grown self, Truman, the writér-refem- -

“berer, watches and comments on the pro-
: ceedmgs '
Thts stage conventton of the two nar-

rators allows us to. expenence the very act
- of memory:-sometimes Buddy must cor-
rect the older: Truman’s inaccurate recol-
* 'lections as He relives the'-past. Truman

 through the wisdom of age, gurdes the

- youthful Buddy and-the audience to see
. _the. boy’s future. Usmg these-narrators-
also;allows Vandenbroucke to rétain’
~much of the- wonderful narrative language
v whrch Capote uses to weave his tales.

_Now here’ s how Vandenbroucke -
adapted this’ narratwe Ianguage for, the\f
'+ stage:. ' Lo R

)
. . A
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' S00K S
(Gazmg out the wmdow) Oh ny,’ lt s ‘".4 N
fruttcake weathers Foe :

oW UTRUMAN. o
Imaginea mommg in'late November A

=coming of winter mornmg many years

'

*“To illystrate this process, here’s an  , ago. Consider the kitchen ofa spreodmg

*‘example of what Capote wrote, taken;
_from the begmmngtof “A Hohday
Memory .

‘Imagine a mormng in late

~ktrchen of @ spreadmg old house'in a-

“main féature;. but there is also a btg

" round rable and a ftreplace with two-
rockmg chairs placed in front of ir. Just
-2 today the f replace commences tts sea-
sonal roar. ‘ A

. A'woman with shorn whtte hatr‘ts
srondmg at the kttchen wmdow She is
wearing tennis shoes and a shapeless
' gray sweater over a summery calico’
dress:"She is- small and sprightly, like a’
bantam’ hen; but, due. to a long youthful
illness, her shoulders are pitifully

. hunched. Her face is, remarkable—not g

unlike Lincoln’s, craggy like rhar -and

- too, finely boned, and her eyes are sher-
ry- ~colored and rtmtd “Oh my, ¥ she
exclaims, her breath smokmg the win-
dowpane« “it's fruttcake weatker’ T

- ferent]y ‘abouf it now? -

R A Intervrew a friend or famtly member whovts over 30 years old Ask the person to*
Ctell favortte chtldhood hollday memory Wrtte a story about this person s expe-

. Imagtne your famlly,shartnﬂ a holiday

- Depression, o b

,ﬁ“ - - \' b

, rience. Holw is it diffefent from experlences in yourhfe‘? IR ok

_mémories or ditferent ones? Do’ you remcmber the' events the same as your other
famlly members or aré your memories different? .. .
“» Ask soméone you know who is ‘older than 6010 recall events in thetr hfe from the

* What niakes a’ holiday, ntual‘? What are. Buddy and Sook‘s itoals, and what are. ©°
_ your famlly £3 ntuals’? What is the. tmponance of ntual ina famtly‘? S
N How do memones hélp to shape our lwes‘7 S - S

rt"'. ‘

memory. Do éach of you have the same

:f"

November A commg of- wmter morning”
. more than rwenry years ago. 'Consider the: .

‘country town. A great black stove is- Sy

tinted by sun‘and wind; but it is delicate

old house in a country town, Just today
- the ﬁreplace commences its seasonal s
roar. » ** , '

e

o BUDDY . - . -
Her face is. remarkable—nor unltkeﬁ B
meoln 5, craggy like that; - RS

© 7 "TRUMAN S

<And tinted. by sun and wind; but it is delt-\ -
cate too, ﬁnely boned, ‘and her eyes are ., .

sherry—col_ored and timid. ‘ v
'7-' - SOOK .. -

P

Oh my, i’s frmrcake wearherf S

- i
I

Nottce what Vandenbroucke uses.

' +from Capote, and what he’ can eliminate .

because it can be shown through charac-
ter actlon or setttng ‘He: «doesi’t have to-
have" the actors tell about the kitcheén
because "the audtence member ¢an sée’
- this-on the. stage. He doesn’t have to
deéscribe Sook’s appearance because
much of it can be illustrated through the
costume, wig, and makeup the actress
* wears ‘and-the Jposture she assumes. But
he does usé-the descriptive’ phrases that,
cou]dn t be captured v1sua]ly, l1ke the ref-
"erence to Lincoln. ., ' N
Thts act of convertmg narranve f]C- -

tion 1nto a stagé play is called “Chamber -
. Theatre,” As a wntmg techmque it aflows " .-

audiences to, experlence the magic of-a
- favorite story or novel.in a live theatre
scttmg, experiencing the thnll of seeing.a

“beloved- character, spring to life off the :

pages ‘of a. book 8 S
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